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Summary 

This study demonstrates that considerable savings in journey-to-work costs for each participating in
dividual could be effected by car-pooling and social benefits as weIl. One should think particularly 
of the reductions in congestion due to private car traffic and in the dependence on mineral oil. 
However, an analysis of car-pooling programs has shown that the concept has not made any appre
ciable progress so far, despite the obvious advantages it entails. In the empirical part of the study, 
based on the distribution of the hornes of employees of larger companies, the existance of a gizeable 
potential for car-pooling has been demonstrated. But car pools generally miscarry because of the 
joint timetable this mode of transport involves. Aside from that, there are emotional reasons too 
which speak against car pools and get in the way of their more widespread use. Finally, there are the 
problems of taxation and liability law apparentlyweighing upon participants and hampering the succes 
of car pooling programs. Apart from an improvement of the basic legal conditions, the removal of 
information deficits and obstacles to communication, consideration might be given to the establish
ment, at a community agency, of a position for a car-pooling representative who, at no major addi
tional costs, could promote the concept by initiating car-pooling programs at larger companies within 
the region, thus contributing to a step-by-step familiarization with the car-pooling idea. 

Resume 

La presente etude montre que des car pools mis en place aux heures de pointe entrainent des econo
mies de frais individuels notables et offrent des avantages sociaux. 11 faut notament penser a une 
diminution des embouteillages dans le trafic individuel et a une reduction de la dependance du petroie. 
En depit de ces avantages, une analyse des programmes de car pools montre que ces car pools ne se 
sont pas encore implantes de fa<;on appreciable. La partie empirique de l'etude prouve que, d'apres 
la distribution donnee des domiciles du personnel de grandes entreprises, il existe un potentiel objectif 
considerable pour de tels car pools. La creation de car pools echoue avant tout en raison de l'horaire 
commun qu'exige ce type de transport pour les personnes concernees. Ce sont egalement des raisons 
emotionnelles qui entravent la propagation de ces car pools. Un handicap presentent finalement les 
problemes d'impots et de responsabilite relatifs aux car pools. Outre une amelioration des conditions 
de base legales et la suppression du deficit d'information et des obstacles a l'information, une mesure 
d'encouragement de car pools aupres des communes serait la mise en fonction d'un representant des 
car pools qui pourrait, sans frais supplementaires importants, initier les employeurs aux programmes de 
car pools et ainsi contribuer a une expansion progressive du concept des car pools. 
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