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Summary

The article focuses on a specific deficiency in German auto emission policfy: the regulation of nitro-
gen oxide emissions by the installation of catalytic converters. An analysis of the mcd.lod.ology ?nd
the results of American studies shows clearly that the installation of catalytic converters, its 1mn}cd1ate
and follow-up costs (fuel consumption, inspection and maintenance) can be seen u{ithixx the light ?f
interest group politics: it is very probable and plausible that d}c costs of cat.alyuc converters will
imply a regressive distribution in Germany as it did in the United States which means that those
groups which strive for its introduction most are least hit by its costs. l.t is interesting to a.dd that
financial incentives (like exemptions from paying car tax) are designed in a manner to again favot;
these groups. If it is intended or not: the ’green-alternative’ movement can be 'mterpreted asa normal
interest group which tries to shape public policy in such a way to internalize the maximum of the
benefits by bearing a minimum of the arising costs.
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